
Real answers to real questions from real people in real time!

NPIC is a cooperative effort between Oregon State University and the United States Environmental Protection Agency

Contact NPIC if You Have Questions or Want to Learn More!
1.800.858.7378 (npic.orst.edu)

CASE PROFILE

Case Profile

A Weed Killer By Any Name May Not Be The Same!
Alex’s lawn was overrun with dandelions and crabgrass, so he decided to buy an herbicide 
to eliminate the pest plants. At the store, he found many weed killer products to choose from. 
Some of the words Alex read on the herbicide label were new to him, such as pre-emergent 
and post-emergent, selective and non-selective. Alex’s investigation of herbicide product 
labels left him with many questions.

Learn more about the herbicides you or others use! Click here to ýnd out how...

http://npic.orst.edu/
http://www.epa.gov/oppfead1/Publications/lawncare.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/about/types.htm#type
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/herbici2.htm
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/herbici2.htm
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/herbici2.htm
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/herbici2.htm
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Take Home Message

A Weed Killer By Any Name May Not Be The Same!
Call NPIC with your questions! The NPIC Pesticide Specialist Alex spoke to when he called 
explained that some products are designed to kill either dandelions OR crabgrass, while 
other products kill all plants (non-selective herbicide). Alex learned how certain herbicide 
products kill speciýc weeds (selective herbicide), and leave other plants, like his lawn grass, 
unharmed. A pesticide product label lists the application sites and type of weeds the product 
claims to kill. If the product kills all plants, it’s referred to as non-selective. Alex felt armed with 
the information he needed to read the herbicide product labels and decide which one would be 
best for his situation. Get the pesticide information you need to make good pesticide decisions 
like Alex! Call NPIC at 1-800-858-7378.

NPICôs Pesticide Specialists can help you understand unfamiliar words you may ýnd on a 
pesticide label, explain how a speciýc herbicide works to kill undesirable plants, and answer 
any other pesticide questions you might have. If you have a question on a particular pesticide 
product, get the EPA registration number from the label before you call NPIC. Remember, 
always read the ENTIRE product label before you use a pesticide!

http://npic.orst.edu/
http://npic.orst.edu/
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/broadcontrol.htm
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/annualcontrol.htm
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/herbici2.htm
http://cobweb.ecn.purdue.edu/%7Eepados/lawn/src/pest/herbici2.htm
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/label/
http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/labeling/pubs/rtlf/garden.pdf

